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scarcely any progress the rest of the day, or on the
three following days, because the wind was against
us. I improved this leisure in persuading a good
part of our crew to celebrate worthily the Feast of
the blessed Virgin. On the 14th, I distributed on
the Poli the images of Our Lady which Madame de
Champigny, wife of the Intendant of Canada, had
given me at Quebec; and I spent all the evening and
the next morning in hearing confessions; many
received communion on the day of the Feast. When
I was finishing Mass, the wind changed and we
immediately set sail. On the 2o0th, the wind having
entirely ceased, I went from the ZAo/i to the
Salamandre to see Monsieur de Serigny and to say
Mass on his ship. The crew were very glad of this,
and many availed themselves of the opportunity to
approach the sacraments.

On the 21st, we sailed beyond Belle Isle. 'This
Island, which appears round in form, is by its
latitude of 52 degrees distant 220 leagues from
Quebec, in the middle of a strait which the Island of
Terre Neuve [Newfoundland] forms with the Mainland
of Labrador. From that time, we began to descry
those great icebergs which float in the sea; We saw
perhaps a score of them. Far away, they looked
like mountains of crystal, and some of them like
cliffs bristling with peaks.

On the 23rd, we had in the morning a great calm,
and in the afternoon a violent and adverse wind,
which continued on the 24th and 25th. On the two
following days we had a great calm, which was as
injurious to us as the contrary wind. The season
was advanced; we were going into a country where
winter comes before autumn; we were only at the



